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FAREWELL, GOOD POPE FRANCIS!

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Our good Pope Francis has left us for the Father's House! He takes flight on the evening
of the Lord's Resurrection, on the morning of this day dedicated to Our Lady of Life. Jesus
and Mary held out their arms to him. He did not die, he entered into Life.

I say ‘the good Pope’ Francis because, from the very beginning, his simplicity reminds me
of the good Pope John XXIII. Like him, he wanted to be what a bishop should be: a pastor.
And this Bishop of Rome, the first among the bishops, knew how to accompany his people,
walking among them, sometimes in front to guide them, and sometimes behind, to let
himself be guided by them. Because, as Francis said so well, the holy People of God,
endowed with a ‘sense of faith’, know where they are going.

Throughout his twelve years at the head of the Catholic Church, the ‘good Pope’ Francis
has relied on kindness, benevolence, dialogue and listening. With the conviction, no doubt,
that only kindness opens our hearts to the truth. And that the truth of the Gospel is precisely
the face of God's goodness and mercy that Jesus revealed to us.

But Francois was no ‘goody-goody’, far from it! He did not fail to ‘stir the pot’. Right
from the start of his pontificate, he wanted us to connect with the Joy of the Gospel
(Evangelii gaudium). He challenged us to be promoters of an ‘integral ecology’ that cares
for the poorest by ‘globalising’ solidarity (Laudato Si). Along with other religious leaders,
he wished us all to see ourselves as brothers and sisters in humanity, beyond
denominational boundaries (Fratelli tutti). He has committed us in the Church to a pastoral
conversion that knows how to accompany individuals, couples and families in their
sometimes complex situations (Amoris laetitia).

Lately, he has devoted his last energies to ensuring that, through a synodal process, we
rediscover the DNA of our Church as a Church that ‘walks with’ each of its members, even
the most distant, and ‘walks with’ all human beings, showing solidarity especially with
migrants and refugees, who were so close to his heart.

All of this is done in fidelity to the Gospel, to its radical call to love in a concrete way, to
not hide behind the easy shield of the Law or norms, but to be like a ‘field hospital’, ready
to get our hands dirty to help our neighbour.



He did it in his own way, of course. In the way of a Jesuit who places discernment at the
heart of his practice. And, with discernment, the difficult decisions to be taken, without
seeking to please, without complacency. But always with mercy, according to his episcopal
motto.

His detractors will say that he was stubborn. It's often like that when you disagree with
someone. Instead, I would say that he had the courage, tenacity and perseverance to
commit the Church to necessary reforms, and to call on the most powerful people in the
world to put their power at the service of true justice and true peace, ‘for all, all, all’.

I pray that this prophetic voice that has died will be resurrected in many others. Our world
needs men and women who are inspired and inspiring, free from fear and confident in what
we can achieve when we let ourselves be guided by the Spirit.

Let us pray for the repose in God of our brother Pope Francis, that he may be welcomed
into the mystery of Love stronger than Death that we celebrate these days. I invite you,
brothers and sisters, to take the time to reflect, to light a candle in memory of the ‘good
Pope’ Francis.

I invite you to join me for the celebration of a special Mass for the repose in God, of Pope
Francis, this Wednesday 23 April at 4pm, at the Basilica-Cathedral of Sainte-Cécile. At
the beginning of the ceremony, the bells will ring twelve times in thanksgiving for the
twelve years of his pontificate. I would ask the parish communities to join us at this precise
hour by ringing the bells in their churches.

I would also like to invite the general public to join us Friday evening (25™), at 7.30pm, at
the Basilica-Cathedral of Sainte-Cécile, for a prayer vigil. In all simplicity, as our Pope
would have wanted...

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him. Amen!

+Alain Faubert
Bishop of Valleyfield



